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Williams Mayor. | 


Th ef Court held on T ueſday the 11th Day of N 5 
ber 173 5, and in the Ninth Year of the Reign of King — 
- Gro RGE the Second of Great-Britain, =” 


TT i is td, That the Thanks of this Court be given 5 
to the Reverend Dr War sOx „for his Sermon 


preached before this Court, and the Liveries of the ſeveral - 


Companies of this City, at the Cathedral Church of 
S .t Paul, on Wedneſday the fifth Inſtant, and that he be 


deſired to * the ſame. 
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The Court of Auvenxex, 


By ines, Wiriow D. D. 
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Jox HN XIII. 35. 


By this is ſhall all Men know that e are 
my Diſciples, * * have love one to 
another. e 7 


Ta nA) H E . ſects both among the Few: : 
and Heathens, had ſome peculiar cha- 
racter by which they were diſtinguiſh'd 
from one another: Some ſayings, ſome 
traditions, ſome notions and opinions, 
| fome rites and cuſtomary obſervances of 
Be one kind or other, which they derivd 
4 the heads or authors of their ſeveral ations 
and which they were bound to maintain, as the marks : 
and tokens of their reſpective rofeſſions. . 
I alluſion hereto, our Blefled Saviour makes choice 
of a character for the diſtinction of his diſciples; a cha- 
racter in which the temper and genius of his religion 
appears every way worthy of its great Author; a cha- 
racter which plainly declares it to be the * of that = 
; Wiſdom which deſcendeth from above. 8 


„ 


2 A Thankſgiving SERMON 
Wxr1cn deſcendeth from above I ſay. For as we can 
form no greater or worthier a notion of the divine na- 
ture than that which the beloved Apoſtle hath given us 
of it, when he declar'd that God is love, 1 John iv. 8. 
and as the main ſcope and intent of true religion is to 
advance the human to as near a reſemblance of the di- 
vine nature as poſſible, fo tis one certain token of a re- 
ligion coming from God, that its true nature and proper- 
ty is to beget and e love i in the hearts and lives of 


8 8 its profeſſors. 


For if God be love, then, as the Apoſtle argues l in 


5 the ſame place, he that dwelteth + in love, dwelleth in ; 


God, and God in him. © He is, thro' the exerciſe of this 
M6 divine grace, which the Holy Spirit of God infuſeth 
e into his heart, made ſo [ike unto him, that he is in 
( ſome ſenſe, with all deference be it ſpoken, become : 
one with him.” | 
AND that we cannot approach to a nearer reſemblance : 
of him than by the gracious acts and effects of love, we 
have not only the teſtimony of this Apoſtle, but the very 
nature of the thing declares it, as it is a quality, which of 
all other is the moſt oppoſite to thoſe carnal and ſelfiſh 
principles which debaſe our nature. 
IT x practice therefore of this great duty of loving 
one another, by which our Saviour has fo eminently di- 
ſtinguiſh'd his Religion, is not only a certain ſign of our 
being his diſciples, but it aſſures us at the fame time that 
his Religion is true, by experimentally convinci: ng 1 us, 
that it anſwers the end, the great end, to which no Re- 
ligion, but that which” is tue, can poſlibly ſerve: it 
exalts and improves our nature to the utmoſt periection of 
which it is capable. 
__ Tr1is we may humbly. S was one Reaſon 
why our Lord laid fo great ſtreſs upon it, making it the 
very motto of his Religion, and writing it, as it were, 


upon 


on the 51% of Novemb. 1735 * 


upon the porch of the Chriſtian ſchool, as the main 
thing to be remembered and obſerved by every one that 
enters there. 


1 N diſcourſing upon it, 1 (hall FIT this method. 


T an I. ſhall ſhew what i 18 imply d in it. 


| zdy, 1 thall copfider why the practice of it ought to 
| be look'd upon, as the moſt certain indication of 
a true CATS. „„ ao 


- 3 3 1 mall wks an obſervation or two upon what 
hath been laid. 1 


"90 and laſtly I thall apply the whole to the folemn — 
e e of the day. e 


Firf Then I ; am to me you What ! 1s imply d. in ; thi = 
great duty of loving one another. 

Box in this I ſhall be very brief and ſummary, the 
ſubject being too copious to be handled See in diſ- 
courkes of this kind. hs 


T 0 love c one another then implies, That we be "Me 


mane, civil, and courteous in our carriage; for love natu- 
rally ſmooths the diſpoſitions of men, and prevents thoſe 


aſperities in conv erſation which are ready to — where 
love 1 is wanting. 
Ia We take a ke in the 8 of our bre- 
thren, ſympathizing with them in their loſſes and af- 
fictions; and gricving at their follies and miſcarriages . 
for it is the property of love to conſider the caſe of ano- 
ther, as if it were in ſome meaſure our own. That we 
be ready to promote their happineſs, to relieve their wants, 
to ſuccour their infirmities, and to redreſs their misfor- 

ek B 2 tunes; 
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tunes; for if we really love them, it will be a pleaſure 
to us to do them any good office that we can, and it will 


be a kind of puniſhment to ſee them in miſery of any 


ſort, when it is not in our power to help them. 
II implies farther, That we ſhew a tender regard for 


. their good names and reputations, and that we be wil- 3 
ling to interpret every thing they ſay or do in the beſt. 


ſenſe; for he that really loves his brother, would be glad 


tt.uhat others ſhould love him too, which yet is not to be 
= expected, if his good name is not prefer d. „„ 
Ix implies alſo, That we be patient and apt to for- N 


| bear with one another in blameable caſes, becauſe the 


_ wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs. of Gad, 

| hath not thoſe good effects upon men in error, which =, 
mumieekneſs and gentleneſs of behaviour have, and there- : 
6 do ſincerely love them and deſire their good, 


we ſhall receive and return even their ill offices ſo as argues 
no ill will to their perſons, that being the beſt, perhaps — 


5 0 the only way to reclaim them. 


Ix implies again, That when differences of any wed. 
do ariſe, (as they ſometimes will, being the neceſſary 


5 of our infirmities) we ſuffer not ourſelves to be 


over heated with them. I mean, that we reſent not 
the oppoſition any farther, or otherwiſe than the nature 


of the thing requires, and will juſtify. And if the 


points from which the differences do ariſe are too 


weighty and important to be given up, and reconcilia- 
tion is not to be had, upon juſt and reaſonable terms, yet 


that we ſtill preſerve ourſelves free from rancour nd ma- 


lice, hatred, and revenge; for love always delights in 
peace which is inconſiſtent with theſe paſſions, and can- 
not ſubſiſt where they are indulg'd, that when theſe 
things are happily ended, we ſacrifice all the animoſities 


they may have occaſion d, and behave as if they had : 
never been. 


Loft | 
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Laſtly, IT implies that we cordially pray for one 


295 another, and if need be, 7. e. if the common ſalvation 
requires it, that we lay down our lives for the Bre- 


thren. All this, even this laſt and higheſt act, is im- 
ply'd, I fay, in the duty of loving one another, as 
Chriſtianity recommends and enforces it, thus much be- 
ing evident from the example of our Lord, from the 
Comments of his Apoſtles upon it, from the doctrines 


delivered from his own mouth, and from the nature and 


properties of Love itſelf, enlivened with Chriſtian views 


and principles. Chriſtian views and principles, I fay, for 
ttheſe make the laying down of life for the Brethren, an 


act of the higheſt intereſt and advantage to ourſelves: 
an act which no true Chriſtian, who rightly reaſons 
upon the caſe, can decline; fince he is perſuaded that 
thus to die is the way to live; that it is only parting 
with a ſhort and troubleſome life, that the Immorta- 


lity which he knows will follow, may become more . 


Y glorious. : 
Nor are we to look upon Chriftians only t to be our 


| Brethren, for our Lord hath commanded us to extend TT 


our Love to all men, even to our greateſt enemies: to 
bleſs them that curſe us, to pray for them that hate us and 
 defpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us. And therefore, tho 
it is to his Diſciples only that he here ſpeaks, when he 
fays, by this ſhall all men know ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
have love one to another. He does not by this phraſe 
one another, limit their love to themſelves; : to their own 
ſect or profeſſion : becauſe this would have been as if he 
had enjoin'd them to love only their friends, and ſhew 


= | kindneſs only to ſuch as had or were likely to do it to 
them, which is contrary to the doctrine he had delivered 


to them, in the words abovemention'd, and enforc'd with 

this reaſon ; for zf ye love them 8. love you, what re- 

— ward have ye? do net the Publicans the ſame? and if ye 
alie 
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ſalute your Brethren only, meaning your fellow Chriſtians, 

z ht d ye more than others, do not even the Publicans jo? 
What he expects from his Diſciples is, that they be per- 

Jn even as their Father which is in heaven 18 perfect; 

e. perfectly free from all hatred and ill will with reſpect 

= 16 al men. For he thus explains himſelf in this verß 
place, when he ſays, that ye may be the children of your 


Father which is in heaven, for he maketh his ſun to riſe on 
be evil 32 on 15 goa and Je ndeth rain on the Jos 4 on 


S the unjuſt, : 
__ UniveRsSAL good will then about n men was to he of 
| the diſtinction and glory of Chriſtians: not but that in 


the actual diſtribution of their kindneſs, preference, as . 


the Apoſtle St Paul directs, is to be given to the houſe 
hold of faith, and even amongſt them ſome are to be pre- 


ferr'd to others, according to the exigencies of their ſe- 
veral cafes, the iclativn they may ſtand in to us, the kind- _ 


nieſſes and obligations we may have received from them, 
their perſonal virtues and merits, the ſtations they may 
have filled in life, and the great downfall they may have 
met with by being reduced. Theſe, and ſuch like con- 
fiderations, are to direct us in the doing of thoſe good 
offices which men may ſtand in need of; becauſe no 
man's abilities are great enough to relieve all that may 
either want, or deſerve his help. 
| © AND therefore it is not only fit, but neceſſary, that 
ſome rules and reſtrictions ſhould be obſerved in this 
caſe, that kindneſs may be ſhewn as far as men are able, 
to the beſt ends and purpoſes. | 


Bur then as it is in every man's power to extend his T1 


_ gooa-will and affettion to all men, ſo Chriſtians are under 
no reſtrictions in this particular. On the contrary, they 

are required ſo to extend them, and to give actual proofs of 
them too as far as their power goes, under prudent and 
equitable regulations. 


5 Ax, 


on the gth of November, 1735. 7 
Ax p accordingly thoſe very diſciples to whom our 
Lord ſpoke theſe words, to ſhew that the duty of loving 
one another was not confined to Chriſtians : to the flock that 
was already, or ſhould hereafter be collected, were ſent 
abroad to convert the unbelieving world; and expoſed 
themſelves to the utmoſt hazards and dangers: nay, actu- 
ally ſuffered the cruelleſt perſecutions, to ſave ſuch as 


were not only ſtrangers but enemies to the faith. A cer- 
tain argument this, that the charity of Chriſtians is not 


to be bounded even within the pale of the church, ſo 
long as there are any unbelievers in the world; much leſs 
then ought it to be confined to any particular commu- 
nion of it, even tho' it ſhould call itſelf Catholic. 
Iuus you ſee what the duty of loving one another is, 


in the extent that Chriſtianity enjoins it. It is, that 1 


be ready to do all the good we can to all men; and, in 
ſome caſes, that we ſcruple not to lay down our lives for 


them, whether they be friends, or enemies, relations, or M8 


rangers, believers, or infidels. 


I AM now to conkder why. hs performance * is 3 : 
duty is to be looked upon as the moſt certain indication f 
a true Chriſtian, The igt certain I fay, for fo our Sa- 


viour ſeems to declare, ſince it is the only one he has 
pitch'd upon, by Which his Diſciples are to be known, 
which tis not likely he would have done, had there been 
y other equal to it. 
Tux reaſon then that firſt occurs, is this very A . 
itſelf: and this alone were ſufficient, were it a mere arbi- 
trary faying of our Lord's, grounded only on his will 
and pleaſure to have it ſo; but it being of another nature, 
and arifing purely out of the fitneſs of the duty itſelf 
to be the chief characteriſtic of a Chriſtian, it may not be = 
amis for us to open and explain that fitneſs to you. 


HFirſt, HHN, I think that Charity as our Saviour 


hath e it is 0. trueſt indication of a good Chriſ- 
| tian, 
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tian, or the fitteſt mark and token for him to be known 
by, as it is a quality that chiefly diſtinguiſhes the Religion 


itſelf which he profeſſes; this is diſtinguiſh'd indeed ſeveral 
other ways, as by faith, hope, affiance in God and ſuch 
like internal graces, wherewith other Religions are not 
acquainted; by its doctrines alſo concerning the Godhead, 
the nature of a future ſtate, the reſurrection of the dead, 
the ceconomy of man's redemption, cc. 


Bu T the occaſions we have to ſhew that we believe 


| theſe doctrines, and are poſſeſſed of thoſe graces, neither 


ſo frequently, nor ſo remarkably occurring in the conver- 
ſation which we have with one another, as thoſe of love 
and charity do. The genius of our religion is beſt known 


by theſe; and it is an undoubted truth, that no religion 


ever taught, no ſect either among the eros or Heathens ever 
thought themſelves bound to practiſe the love of mankind 
in that perfection, either for the degree or the extent of 
it, in which our Saviour hath taught it, and requires it to 
be obſerved by all his diſciples. No religion ever laid ſo 
great ſtreſs upon it, or gave ſuch mighty encouragements 
do the Practice of it, as ours does. OS 
Tu x other duties of the moral law, were many of them 
(at leaſt as far as the outward act goes) tolerably taught 
by the Gentile philoſophy. ET Te 


Bu x touching this of Charity. Revelation itſelf, as it 


came by Moſes, for ſome ſpecial reaſons, falls ſhort, and 
leaves room for the Son of God to fill up that which was 
wanting here, even in the outward act. Ye have heard, 
| (fays he) that it hath been ſaid, an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth, but I ſay unto you ręſiſt not evil, &c. Mat, 
v. 38, 39. As charity therefore chiefly diſtinguiſhes our 
religion itſelf, fo it muſt thoſe likewiſe who profeſs it. 


_ z2dly, IT is the fitteſt mark or token for a chriſtian to 


be known by; as it is the moſt difficult proof he can 
give in many caſes, that he is in reality what he profeſles 


himſelf. 


on the 5th of Novemb. 1735. 9 


himſelf to be. It is not an eaſy matter, we know, to 
practiſe the ſelf-denying part of our religion in any in- 
ſtance: to keep our paſſions from riſing up into a mutiny ; 
and overbearing us into their gratification, whenſoever 
they are ſtrongly tempted or provoked. But we may ven 
ture to appeal to the experience, which every chriſtian 
| hath of himſelf, whether he finds any of thoſe reſtraints 
which his religion lays upon him, ſo hard to be complicd 
with, as that which forbids him revenge in all caſes. 
THERE are ſcveral duties in the poſitive part of Re- 
ligion, which circumſtances do ſometimes render very 
difficult and ungrateſul to us; but here again we may 
venture to appeal as before, whether any of them are 


, ever /% difficult and ungrateful to us, as that which obligeth ” 


us to render good for evil, and that ſometimes in the 
higheſt degree, to the ſacrificing of life itſelf, and 
for the very worſt of our enemies. He then that hath 
ſo far crucified the body of fin with its affeftions and lufts, 
as to be able for conſcience ſake thus to expreſs his chari- 
ty to mankind, does certainly give the trueſt, becauſe it 
is the moſt difficult, proof, that he is a fincere Chriſtian. 
_ Thirdly, CHARITY thus expreſs d, is the trueſt Gon 
-: Of good Chriſtian, as it is not only the moſt difficult 
but likewiſe the moſt excellent part of his Religion, that 
which advanceth him neareſt to the perfection of his na- 
ture, making his converfation moſt amiable and delight- 
ful, uſeſul and beneficial to others, and giving him at 
: the ſame time the greateſt Peace and Satisfaction in his 
own mind. It is the perfection of our nature to have 
our ſouls enlarg'd beyond all ſelfiſh views, thoſe narrow 
boundaries of action, to which the brutal word is con- 
fin'd, to move upon the principles of reaſon and equity, 
and to be as Godlike in the diſpoſition of our minds as 
poſſible; and nothing contributes to this more than Cha- 
rity and good. W W to men, for theſe open the mind, and 
5 e make 
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make us ſee our very ſelves in our Brethren; they con- 


vince us that we owe kindneſs to others, for the very 
ſame reaſons that we love ourſelves, they being parta- 
kers of the ſame nature, and united in the ſame intereſt 
With us. Love makes us like unto the beſt, the moſt 
perfect and happieſt of beings, even God himſelf, as it is 


that very thing in which (if I may ſo ſpeak) the prime 2 


excellency, glory, and happineſs of the Divine nature 


itſelf conſiſts. Nothing renders human converſation ei- 


| ther profitable or delightful, but mutual love and bene- 
0 55 volence 5 without this all the advantages and endowments. = 
we poſſeſs above other creatures, would only ſerve to 


make us more miſerable than they; our wit, our wealth, 
our authority, and power would only be employ'd in 
oppreſſing the poor, or contending with the mighty. 


ES No man truly enjoys himſelf, but he that is good natur d 5 


and benevolent, becauſe this quality is neceſſary to the 


freeing our ſouls from thoſe troubleſome and diſquieting 


N of envy and anger, malice and revenge, jea- 
louſy, diſcontent, pride, avarice and ſuch like; which, 


whereſoever they prevail, are fure to take all kinds of 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction from us, and by helping to free 


us from the tyranny of theſe paſſions; it goes a great 


3 complain of, are owing to them. gs 


way towards the eſtabliſhing of us in perfect peace and 


_ tranquillity, ſince the greateſt part, if not all the evils Wwe 


_ HEeXNCE it is, you may obſerve that goodnatur'd men 
are, generally ſpeaking, eaſy in all ſtates and conditions 
of life; they are ee ſubject indeed to outward cala. 
mities with other men, but then they are not equally af- 
fected with them; for their natural diſpoſition being eaſy 
and calm, they are not ſoon ruffled and put into a fer- 
ment, not ſo ſoon we may be ſure, as they whoſe immo- 
derate love of themſelves keeps their tempers under a con- 
tinual jealouſy and diſtruſt, flowardneſs and impatience. | 


on the 5th of Novemb. 1736. 


And they are not only thus prepared to receive the = 
that will unavoidably come with leſs diſturbance than 
other men, but their behaviour is always ſuch as is ſure 


do prevent many, which otherwiſe would come, and in- 


deed do never fail actually to moleſt unkind and ill na- 
tur'd men, it preſerves them I mean from many vexa- 
tious quarrels and contentions, which are oftentumes ſome 
of the bittereſt ingredients in life, and inſtead of creating 
enemies, ſeldom fails of increaſing friends; ſo that to love 
others, is, in truth, the beſt way to love ourſelves, re- 
a dounding i in all reſpects to our unſpeakable pleaſure and 
advantage, at leaſt more than any other method of life 
we can poſſibly pitch upon. A Chriſtian then is beſt 
known by his charity, as it is the greateſt excellency and 
ornament of his Religion, that which renders him moſt 
dear to God, moſt uſeful. to his fellow creature and moſt 
happy in himſelf. 
I fourthly 4 laſt, the enen teſt of 4 


5 good Chriſtian, as it is the beſt way he can take to im: : 


| tate the example of his Lord, indeed that very way in 


which he himſelf propounds it, As 1 loved you, ſays he, 

that ye alſo love one another. John X11. 34. Not with the 

ſame effect ſuppoſe, not to the conferring as great benefits 
upon one another, as we have all of us receiv'd from him. 


| His words can't thus be underſtood, I fay, becauſe tis 


impoſſible for us to do this, how well inclin d ſoever we may 
be. For meer man, becauſe he is ſuch, can by no means 
' redeem his brother, for inſtance, or give give God a ran- 
 fom for him : the Plalmiſt tells us, he muſt let that, 


all thoughts of it, alone for ever. But tho' we can't aw 5 
our love to one another with the ſame effects and to the 
ſame advantage, as Chriſt hath loved us; yet we can with 


the ſame intent and _—_— of mind, and to the con- 
ferring all the benefits upon one another, that are in our 
power, and in this way and to this end it is, that our 
Cc 2 „ Saviour 
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Saviour propounds his example to ns, as being that 
which repreſents his life in the trueſt and moſt advan- 
tageous manner; for his becoming man, his whole lite 


and bitter death, all that he did, all that he ſuffered, 


was but one continu d proof and evidence of his great love 


— 0 mankind: this was his laſt legacy to the world, the 


intent and meaning of his dying words, when he pray'd 
for the forgiveneſs of his murtherets. And to the end 
that his love might never be forgotten, but tranſcribed 
and preſerved. for ever in the lives of his diſciples, he 


inſtituted the great Sacrament of our Religion, which no 


man can duly partake of, without being convinc'd of this 


important truth, that if Ged fo loved us, as to ſend his 
only begotten Son to ſhed his moſt precious blood tor our 
redemption, while as yet we were enemies to him thro' 
wicked works, we ought alſo to love one another. == 
Was our Locd then ſo great a lover of mankind ? was it 
the main drift and deſign of the life which he led in 
the fleſh, to do them good? what can follow from hence 
more naturally, than that they who call themſelves his 
diſciples and followers, ſhould ſtudy all the ways they 
can, and as far as the ſtinted condition of their nature 


+ will allow, to do good likewiſe; to compaſſionate the 
| miſeries, to relieve the wants, to bear with the infirmi- 


ties, to mitigate the misfortunes of one another, to over- 
look no man for his meanneſs, nor to ſuffer even the en- 
mity or itl-will he may bear us, to debar him of any 
kindneſs he may ftand in need of, when it is in our pow-. 
er to do it. Theſe were the graces that ſhone ſo bright 
in our Lord's example, and therefore theſe are the proofs, 
the beſt proofs we can give that we are his diſciples. | 
I PROCEED now in the hd place, to make an 
obſervation or two upon what hath been deliver'd. 

AxD the fiſt thing I obſerve is, that Chiiſtians are 
not upon any pretencs to let go their charity, or to do 


any 
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any cruel or inhumane thing, with any view or intention 
whatſoever. I don't mean by this, as if the civil magi- 
ſtrate had not a right to punith the crimes of men, that 
are under his government, as they deſerve; for it would 
be cruelty in him T9 to do this, as it would expoſe the 
innocent, whom he is bound to protect, to all the inju- 
_ ries. that the luſts of wicked men would prompt them to 
commit: but I mean to exclude all enmity and hatred, 
principles which the magiſtrate is never ſuppoſed to act 5 
upon from the converſation of Chriſtians, and to recom— 
mend univerſal love and good will, as the main thing to 


be look'd after and preferv'd by them. For if this be the 


trueſt teſt of a Chriſtian, that by which our Lord would 
have his diſciples principally to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
from other men; then it muſt by neceffary conſequence 
be the principal point they ought to aim at, that which 
in all their actions, dealings, and diſcanrſes, nay, in their 
very diſputes and controverſies, ſhould not only be pre- 
ſerv'd, but allow'd to direct and govern. And yet miſ- 
take me not, this is not the whole of our Religion nei- 
ther, there are other things eſſential to a Chriſtian, and 
which he ought nomore topart with, thanhe ſhould with 
his charity: truth, for inſtance, eſpecially where Religion 
is concern'd, ſhould ever be adher'd to, and fo mult all 
other duties as well as this, whether they be moral or 
Chriſtian; but then they muſt all of em be accompanied 
with charity, otherwiſe they will ceaſe to be virtues, and 
turn themſelves into pride, obſtinacy, ill-nature, hypocriſy, 
into ſomething or other, that is not acceptable, either to God 
or man. Even Faith, that divine grace could you ſuppoſe 
a man to Poſſeſs it w ithout charity, would make him wo 
fold more a child of hell than he would be, if he had it 
not, as it would then naturally put him upon treating his 
fellow-creatures with more contempt and arrogance, 
more pride, ill-nature and barbarity, than Even cor rupt- 


577 
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el nature, not inflam'd by bigotry, would eaſily come 


into; nay it would not only put him upon doing this, 
but blaſphemouſly to ſanctify it when he has done it, by 


the name of Religion. Was it not therefore graciouſly _ 


deſign'd by our bleſſed Lord, thus to fix our minds upon 
Charity, which has ſuch a power in it, both to recom- 
mend and ſanctify all our other duties? and do they not 
horribly miſtake his Religion, who think it is to be pro- 
moted by any means which are not under the direction 
5 of this moſt human, as well as moſt divine Grace? 
* Secondly, I oBSERVE from what hath been ſaid, 
= that in vain doth any body or fociety of men call itſelf 
a Chriſtian communion, where this grace is wanting, and 
where it is an avow'd principle to hate and perſecute all 
mankind who differ from them: for if charity be the 


true badge of every private Chriſtian, it muſt be the 
ame of every Chriſtian communion, ſince that 1 is v Ong 

elſe but a congregation of private Chriſtians. 
Ap therefore if there be any ſuch communion as a- 


bove deſcribed, pretending to be Chriſtian, the pretence 
is without ground, for Chriſt owns none to be his diſci- 
= but ſuch as love their brethren, meaning all man- 
ind, that being the extent of the word in the Chriſtian _ 


; ſenſe of it, and is ſo far from allowing them to murther = 
==: perſecute any that profeſs his Religion, that he re- 
quires them to ſhew, as we have before made appear to 


5 you, all kindneſs and good will to the greateſt Infidels, 


and to their bittereſt enemies. Men of this divine tem- 


= = ſay, are the only perſons that Chriſt owns for his 
diſciples, if we may give any credit to his doctrine, or 
pay any regard to his example. 


AND yet there is a communion in the world, which 


220 pretends not only to be Chriſtian, but catholic too, mean- 


ing by that word, to engroſs the whole Chriſtian name to 
mo urſelf, * to exclude all others from any title or pretence 


0 i 
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to it; which communion nevertheleſs is fo far from 
diſtinguiſhing itſelf as Chriſt directs, by an univerſal cha- 
rity, that it profeſſes an univerſal hatred and abhorrence, 
and practiſes accordingly towards all but its own members, 
thinking itſelf bound, where it can't perſuade, to de- 
DI 1 Is true, charity is not the only token of a true Church, 
any more than it is of a true Chriſtian, tis neceſſary hereto 
that there ſhould be a right faith, a regular prieſthood, 
and that the word and Sacraments be duly adminiſtred. _ 
too, if all theſe helps to piety and goodneſs have not 
purged out of the hearts of its members the old 
| leaven of malice, but they are in their lives and actions, 
proud, implacable, revengeful, immoderate lovers of 
themſclves, and furious perſecutors of their Brethren, of 
all that differ with, and diſſent from them; the main 
thing is {till wanting, they may call themſelves what they 
pleaſe, but in fact they are no Chriſtians; for, as St Paul 
argues, tho' we had all faith i. e. every thing elſe that 
_ Chriſtianity inſiſts on, and have not charity, we are 
FT urs x are all the obſervations I intend to make at 
preſent, and therefore ſhall crave your patience only 
while I apply the whole to the occaſions which we are 
at this time bound to commemorate in the moſt thankful 
manner; I mean the happy diſcovery of the wicked Con- 
ſpiracy of this day; and the ſeaſonable arrival of his late 
Majeſty King William, by both which providences this 
Church and nation were mercifully delivered from evils, 
that were juſt ready to be executed upon us to the total 
deſtruction of both. „„ e Eee, 
Ap truly had not theſe occaſions thus directed me, 
the text itſelf would have done it; for tis hardly poſſible _ 
for a Chriſtian and Proteſtant Divine to form a diſeourſe 
£1 upon 
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upon it, without, taking notice of the practices, by which 

the Church of Rome hath ſo often and {0 Hagrantly acted 

in oppoſition to it. 

_ Many are the cruelties and bloody maſiacres, with 

which ſhe ſtands juſtly charged, both in the Chriſtian and 
Pagan world. Often and keverely have we of this nation 

felt the effects of her perſecuting ſpirit : but theſe need nei- 


ther to be inſiſted on nor mentioned, to ſhew how little 
ſhe deſerves to be thought a part of the Chriſtian Church, 


tho ſhe arrogantly pretends to be the whole, and that 
falvation is not to be had but in her communion. The 


fact, the horrible fact, which was intended to have been 


3 committed as on this day, that alone ſufficiently ſhews it, 
and renders all farther proof ſuperfluous: for could there 


be a greater deviation from charity, which our Saviour 


has made ſo eſſential to his Church, than in cool blood, 
and by a deſign long and ſecretly laboured, to diſpatch Ty 


with one ſudden and unexpected blow, ſo many ſouls 
quick into Hell, as were to have been kecrificed this day 
1 her implacable hatred and malice ? quick into Hell, 1 


tay, for we are not ignorant of the ſentence which they pats 


upon all Heretics, as they pleaſe to call us, and for no other 


reaſon too but becauſe we can't agree with them upon points, 
which we know to be contrary to the faith which both 
they and we profeſs. Nothing, if we are to believe 
them, can prevent our damnation, but returning into the 


1 of their Church. A hard e indeed! and e- 


nough to make us deſpair, if we thought ourſelves in as 

much danger as they repreſent us. But to let this pals, 
do they really think us in that damnable Mate they 
would frighten us with? what then are we to think of 
them, who could, notwithſtanding this their opinion of 


us, been glad to have ſent fo many of us out of the 


world, with all our fins unpardon'd about us? Satan him- 
ſelf could not have acted a more unchriſtian part than this; 


for 
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for had they not been wholly deſtitute of that grace 
which diſtinguiſhes the Chriſtian, and poſleis'd of a temper 
diametrically oppoſite to it, believing our caſe to be as 
they fay it is, they would rather have trembled to think 

of our going out of the world when neceſſity calls us, 
than have been any ways inſtrumental in ſending us be- 
fore our time. 3 VVV. 


| Havin taken notice of the cruelty of this pat, 
_ _ twere but a ſlender aggravation of their guilt to mention 
to you, that, before they could bring themſelves into ſuch 


a helliſh defign, they muſt have hardened their hearts | 


_ againſt all the impreſſions that might be made upon 
them, by the piercing cries and ſorrowful lamentations 
which they knew they would cauſe from the widows, 
flatherleſs, and others of both ſexes, and all ages and 
conditions, who, if their deſign had ſucceeded were to 
have been bereft of their reſpective comforts in their fa- 


thers, huſbands, children, maſters, &c. againſt all im- 


preſſions too that might be made upon them by ſeeing 
their native country in the utmoſt deſolation and confu- 
ſion, every man's heart failing with grief and ſorrow for 
his preſent ſufferings, and with fear of ſomething ſtill 
worſe, but ſuch is his diſorder, he knows not what, that 
may be coming upon him. It were but a ſlender aggra- 


vation of their guilt, I fay, to mention this, having ob- 
ſerv'd before with what ſedateneſs and deliberation they 


can diſpatch ſouls out of their bodies, which, if any cre- 
dit is to be given to them, they verily believe go the 
next moment into hell torment © © | 


Is this the church then that engroſſes falvation to, 
Itſelf? / cd ro 


D 8 SURELY! 
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SURELY there can be no trutiFin this pretenſion, ex- 
cept it be on account of their perſecuting and deftroying 
_ the lives of all thoſe in their power who diſſent from 


Is this the Church that calls itſelf catholic, and ex- 
cludes all other communions from being Chriſtian? The 
| beſt reaſon that can be given for this is, that they differ 
from all other Chriſtians, and even from Chriſt himſelf 
in ſeveral of his expreſs commands; tis very true there- 
fore, that if they are Chriſtians others are not : or ra- 
ther thus, if others are Chriſtians, and the laws of Chriſt 
do make men ſuch, then they have no right to be ſo 


a 


IIIs this the Church too that compaſſes ſea- and land to 
| make projelytes? Wo unto them, becauſe when they have 
done this, thay make them two fold more the children of hell, 
than they were before. For we may ſafely affirm, that what= 
ever their perſuaſion was which they exchang'd for theirs, 
whether they were of any Religion or none, they had a 
natural abhorrence of that violence and cruelty, that 
falſhood and treachery, that ſedition and rebellion, 
which the religion of Rome teaches, and by degrees, re- 
conciles the minds of its profeſſors to 


 PERNnAPS it will be faid, that we are treſpaſſing 
gagainſt the laws of charity ourſelves, while we are thus 
 inveighing againſt others for doing it, that we are 
charging thoſe things upon the Church of Rome which 
were done without her privity and conſent, that we are 
condemning the whole communion for a few frantic _ 
men, who pretended to act by an authority from her 
which they had not, and that no communion is to an- 
ſwer for all the follies or wickedneſſes of its particular 
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members. And if this be ſaid, the anſwer is, let this 
_ communion then diſclaim, by ſome authentic act, al! 
thoſe cruelties and barbarities that are laid to its charge, 
and if they wou'd have the world believe them in ſuch 
| caſe, let them alſo lay aſide their Inguiſition, a practice 


wich while it is kept on foot will effectually cut off all 


retreats they can hope to make from charges of this na- 
ture. Let them alſo eraſe out of their Councils, their Ca- 
techiſms, and other books of authority amongſt them, 
their doctrines of pious frauds, of faith not to be kept 
with hereticks, 1. e. with any but of their own commu- 
nion, of diſpenſing with God's laws for the good of his 
Church, of depoſing kings, and abſolving ſubjects from 
their allegiance, doctrines that are as full fraught with 
miſchief as they can hold, and are fare, where- ever they 


TT prevail, and are let looſe upon mankind, to introduce 


more miſery and confuſion into the world, than cou'd - 


be expected if there were no Reveal'd Religion, but hu 


man nature were left to the government of itſelf, 


| Laſtly, Let them, if they can, acquit their Church 
of the infamous and deteſtable parricide that was to have 


been committed as on this day. It is very well known, 


that the lay-conſpirators in it, were not ſufficiently ſteeled — 
and fortified for the undertaking, till they had confulted _ 


with their prieſts, receiv'd their encouragement and — 


bleſſing, ſeal d up the myſtery, and conſecrated it to the f 


1 ſerv ice of the Church | by the N ſacrament of the | Lor d's- | 


Bor why do we charge things of this kind with | 


uncharitableneſs, fays the Jeſuit, ſince they are done by us 


With a view to a greater good? be it ſo. But what ſays 
St Paul in this caſe? he calls it a flanderous report that 


was rais'd early upon Chriſtians, as if they attirm'd 


„ 5 that 
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that it was lawful to do evil that good may come, and 
ſays, that juſt is the damnation of thoſe who either teach 
JJ So, e 


AND after all, what is the good which the cruelty 


and butcherings of the Church of Rome do ſerve to? - 
tis to introduce a Religion, that, if poſſible, is worſe 


than none; tis to plant idolatry, ſuperſtition, and ſenſe- 
leſs lies and fables in the 799m of pure worſhip, and ſolid 
and everlaſting truths. Tis to root up the foundation of 
humanity, good nature, and true Chriſtian benevolence, 


to make way for doctrines, that will make us little better 


than favages, doctrines I ſay, that will make us ſo; for 8 
Papiſts doubtleſs are naturally like other men, how come 


they then ſo mightily to differ from them in points of 


humanity, doing things, which human nature, if it were 
left to itſelf, would abhor? but only that their Religion 
teaches them ſo, and obliges them to greater degrees of 

_ wickedneſs for God's ſake, than even nature, corrupt 


adã⁊s it is, admits of. An argument this, I think, that ef- 


fectually confutes them, who ſay that it is not the Re- 
ligion, but the naturally vitious tempers of Papiſts that 


puts them upon their bloody practices, becauſe theſe have 


been often ſuch as nature alone, how vitious ſoever, would 


TRIsõ is the true ſtate of Popery, as it ſtands with 


relation to that grand duty of charity, which is the very 
life and foul of Chriſtianity, that which ought to actu- 


ate every part of it. It is no leſs faulty in many other 
particulars, whick we have not time, neither doth our 
ſubject lead us to diſcourſe on now. But what we have 
{aid upon this head is ſufficient, I hope, to beſpeak our 
gratitude to God for both the deliverances which we 


have received as on this day, and may we ſo expreſs it 


as 
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„ as may ſtill engage him to protect us againſt all the 
evils which this reſtleſs enemy may at any time con- 
JJC 


AND in order to this, let us firſt of all reſolve to put 
that Religion in practice, which he hath ſo often and ſo 
wWonderfully preſerved to us; for to what other end can 
we imagine it to be, that he hath wrought ſo many de- 
| Iiverances in it's behalf? but that we ſhould give him the 
| honour of it, by conforming our lives to its holy precepts. 
And what reaſon have we to expect that he ſhould con- 
tinue his wonted goodneſs to us, if we negle& to make 
him this return, which is the moſt proper, as well as 
the moſt acceptable, way of acknowledging it. Let us 
lay aſide too all thoſe heats and animoſities, which have 
ariſen on account of thoſe leſſer differences that are a- 
maongſt ourſelves, as the moſt Ukely way we can take to 
diſcourage our enemies, and defeat their projects; for 
whether we be inſenſible of it or no, tis plain zhey are 
not, that the more we are divided, the more we are weak- 
ned and diſabled from making the neceſſary refiſtance to 
them; this being the very engine wherewith they hope 
to prevail againſt us: let us therefore, I fay, facrifice e- 
very thing that divides us, amongſt ourſelves, to the 
ſtrengthening of the common cauſe, and to the uniting _ 
of us in the ſame common intereſt, as it is to be hoped 
we are already, (at leaſt the greateſt part of us) in the 
fame common faith; and who knows but the Almighty, 
| ſeeing this good diſpoſition in us, may thereupon ſend 
down his Holy Spirit with healing under his wings, to 
the accompliſhment of our deſires. And as it is one ma- 
nifeſt hindrance to this happy thing, that many of our 
brethren, who divide from our communion on account of 
unneceſſary ſcruples, do juſtify themſelves herein, by 
falſely accuſing us of being friends to Popery: let this 
) Wa res | 0 alſo 
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© = be laid aſide, and if they themſelves be in truth vol 
enemies to it, let them tw it by cordially uniting with 
us, that both we and they may be the better able to op- 
poſe it. Thus I think they might much better expres 
their zeal againſt Popery, than by any deelamations 
they can mahe againſt it, while their obſtinate refuſal of 


communion with us, gives it ſuch a manifeſt advantage 
_— aro. 7 : 


N Bur in al: our eats hs kw out e witk 

that dreadful: train of other evils that are ſure to attend 
it, wherever it prevails, let us ſtill preſerve our charity 
eren for them that would bring them upon us. Let not 


this however reſtrain us from ſhewing our zeal, as much 


as we can with wiſdom, againſt the errors and corrup- 


F tions of that Church. But then let neither the miſchief 


Which they intended us as on this day, nor any other 


wich they have at any time actually done us, or may 


poſſibly for the future deviſe againſt us, | hinder us 
from praying for, and heartily endeavouring i in all Chriſ- 


tian ways, their converſion: and let us not only thus 


= pity their errors, but actually ſhew all other kindneſs to 
them too, as far as is conſiſtent with the fafety of our 
Religion and Government: with the ſafety of our Reli- 


gion and Government, I fay, for the love which we are | 


bound, as Chriſtians, to ſhew to our enemies, does not re- 
quire that we ſhould put it in their power to ruin and deſtroy. 


us. The Apoſtle's words are, if it be poſſible, and as far as in 
Jou lies, live peaceably with all men; i. e. Let nothing; that 
you can or ought to bear, provoke you to quarrel and 


commence enmity with any. But if our adverſaries will 


be contented with nothing leſs than the deſtruction f 
all that is dear to us, ſurely then we may ſtand up in our 


doyyn defence and oppoſe them; not doubting but the 
— will, in ſuch caſe, be on our ſide, and e 
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all the endeavours of our * Sovereign, to the 
eſtabliſhing of his le in wealth, peace, and godlineſs. 
May it pleaſe God long to preſerve him, with his 5 
and Royal family, as a blefling to this Church and Na- 
tion; may he diſpoſe and enable him to promote their 
welfare in every reſpect, to maintain their rights, to ſup- 
port their Liberties, and to govern them, both, to the 


1 praiſe and glory of God, remembering always that it is 


by him, and for him, that Kings reign, and princes decree 

juſtice; and may he reap the fruits of theſe his pious 
labours in the moſt dutiful returns of obedience from a 
people thus obliged : in all the felicities of this life, and 
2 a Crown of immortal glory in the life to come, 
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